
 

 

A Test 
 
Microbiology was one of the hardest classes I ever took. As I sat in the first lecture of the 
semester, listening to the professor go over the syllabus, I began to wonder if I would ever make 
it. It was daunting to me. The make or break it point of the course was a final project that would 
run throughout the entire semester. You were given a dish with an unknown organism. Using 
everything we would learn, our goal was to accurately identify the critter growing on the plate. In 
addition to figuring out what it was, we also had to keep it alive. I didn’t know how on earth it 
was going to be possible, and I wearily stepped into the challenge. 
 
Flip the script. We are an organism living on this planet. But who and what are we? What is our 
identity? Jesus gives his disciples and a crowd of would-be followers a test to help them 
determine who they really were. 
 
Matthew 5:2–12 (ESV) 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness ’sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
If someone possessed the these characteristics, they were blessed. What does that mean? Blessed 
represents one who has the favor of God. In essence, he was saying that the people of God 
(identity) live and function in this way. 
 
The goal today is to ask ourselves whether we possess the characteristics of organisms shaped 
(recreated) by the presence of God within us. Are we humble, aware of sin, under a higher 
control, craving his righteousness, merciful, inwardly pure (according to his standards), making 
peace in the world, and so unbelievably different than the status quo that the world abuses and 
persecutes us? 
 
It’s quite arduous and sometimes painful, but it is vital. Like microbiology, organisms are 
identified by their characteristics. Because of God's perfect truth that defines all things, we 
cannot escape or redefine this reality. 
 
Who are we? Put yourself to the test and respond accordingly. 
 



 

 

Eyes up, 
Ryan 


