STAND

I never wanted to fight. It wasn’t my first inclination. But, when my opponent approached with a knife, |
was given no choice. Over the years, | have had to enter into a scrap or two. One thing | learned about
fighting was the need to win. The alternative isn’t so good.

As | came to Christ, | was made aware of a larger battle that is going on all around. The darkness is
actively trying to pull all humanity away from the Lord, and it’s aim is to destroy our life with God.
Knowing a little about fighting, 1 knew this conflict was one I didn’t want to lose. How then could I fight
and win?

First, I realized my need for a savior. Alone, | was powerless to do anything to defend against the forces
of evil. In Christ, the victor, | could stand.

Second, | had to understand that it isn’t my fight but the Lord’s (2 Chronicles 20:14-15).

1 Samuel 17:47 (ESV)

47 and that all this assembly may know that the Lord saves not with sword and spear.
For the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give you into our hand.”

The war continues. Like David and the people of Israel | needed to learn to trust in him to equip and
empower me. Thankfully, he has given us everything we need.

Ephesians 6:10-18

%Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. ** Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. ** For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. ** Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. * Stand therefore,
having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, *>and, as shoes for
your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. *° In all circumstances take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; *” and take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, *® praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all
the saints,

Today, we must stand. Choose Christ, understand the battle belongs to the Lord, and accept his power to
lead you through. In Christ, we will WIN!

Eyes up,
Ryan



