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6/17/22                                       Face Book Article #22 

 

I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge and discretion (Prov. 8:12). 

Welcome Brethren to another Fireside Chat, 

Clear to partly cloudy skies, pleasant temperatures in the 70s, cool temperatures at night that 
allow us to have our windows open, and the fresh green of spring accompanied by the release of 
the fullness of God’s palette testify to our abundant blessings.  Ah!  Life is good… but.  Yes, this 
year there is a “but”; a rather big “but.”  We are all weary of coronavirus, death statistics, and 
general turmoil in the nation.  The first two items are an inevitable part of life in a fallen world; 
the last item an unnecessary, but seemingly inevitable, part of life in a fallen world.  The natural 
disaster we can stomach; the manmade kind not so much.  Today I would rather speak of God 
and His ways, but we are beseeched with an uncertain future and an uncertainty about how to 
respond to it; hence, our conversation continues this time with the same theme as the last one:  
When shall we reopen our doors? 

After a significant spike in nationwide cases on June 13 to almost 26,000, only 4,000 below the 
highest recorded number for a single day since the viral outbreak began, we have dropped off 
again to about 18,000.  What does this mean?  Insufficient information to come to a conclusion.  
The number of deaths appears to be on the decline also with only an increase of 2,000 in 3 days 
to a total of 118,000.  What does this mean?  Still, it is too soon to make any definitive 
conclusions about the future.   
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As we open up, the majority of the population appears to be disregarding mitigation guidelines, 
leading to the distinct possibility of a resurgence of the virus.  It will probably take at least a 
couple more weeks to observe a trend.  One fact seems to be evident: mass assembling is one of 
the most effective ways to spur viral infections.  Over the last couple of days West Virginia, 
which is one of the states least affected by Covid 19, has had a number of outbreaks centered in 
churches. 

Greenbrier County reported an outbreak of more than 25 coronavirus cases, most of them 
coming from a church assembly.  The Graystone Baptist Church in Ronceverte, WV, reports 17 
cases in that congregation alone.  Some of the cases were asymptomatic, most manifested mild to 
moderate symptoms, and one was hospitalized.  The infection is thought to have been brought in 
by one person who recently travelled outside the state.  The National Guard has been called into 
disinfect the church which will remain closed for at least two weeks.   

The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Services reported outbreaks at five 
churches.  The leaders thought they had done well in implementation of mitigation policies and 
were surprised with the results.  Furthermore, these instances were not concentrated in one area, 
but were scattered across the state.  However sketchy this information may be, it does support the 
idea that the worst place for viral spread is where people congregate en masse.  There are few 
places where there is a closer mass contact than a church, especially among those who view 
themselves as a family.  We will have a distinct challenge in reopening while the virus is still 
active and remedial treatments are not yet developed. 

So, what do we do?  One thing I personally would like to see is for some to stop suggesting that 
those who advise against reopening are cowering in their homes.  I, for one, yearn for greater 
freedom of movement.  I, too, yearn for the reopening of the assemblies and a return to normal.  
Nevertheless, I am reluctant to move about much, but I am not cowering at home.  I, like many, 
am chomping at the bit to regain my freedom of movement.  I see staying isolated, not as an act 
of cowardice, but as a sacrifice; an unpleasantness.  Some perhaps go so far as to see it as 
suffering, but I certainly do not classify it as such.  Grossly inconvenient and annoyingly 
unpleasant, perhaps, but still a far cry from suffering.   

If we need to observe suffering, perhaps we should all read a history of the sacrifices the 
colonists made to establish a nation by revolt against the most powerful nation in the world.  Or a 
book like Uncle Tom’s Cabin or Twelve Years a Slave to get a feel for what real suffering is like.  
Or maybe a history of the Bolshevik Revolution and put ourselves in the place of the peasants 
who were destroyed by the millions, not for anything they had done, but for who they were… 
impoverished property owners.  Or read Elie Wiesel’s Night to learn in ugly detail of what it was 
like to be ripped from your home and placed in a Nazi prison camp or An Ordinary Man by Paul 
Rusesabagina, an autobiographical account of the massacres in Rwanda in 1994.  Or read a few 
pages from Foxe’s Book of Martyrs to gain another perspective of the horrors that some humans 
have endured.  Or maybe we should simply return to the Scriptures again and this time observe 
all the wars, exiles, enslavements, and famines, but with a view to trying to visualize the length 
and breadth of suffering recorded but not elaborated.  Or, for a final example, review the nature 
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of a scourging and crucifixion that our Savior Jesus Christ endured.  These things are suffering; 
not what we are experiencing.  Maybe we are enduring a gross inconvenience, but not suffering.   

We must also measure what we gain by reopening the assemblies.  Will our prayers be more 
communal, more sincere, or more effective?  Will the Lord’s Supper be more efficacious?  Will 
the messages be more profound or effective?  Yes, we gain personal proximity, but is the risk of 
sickness and death worth the social proximity?   

Furthermore, is sitting in every other pew, keeping 6 feet distancing in the pew, wearing a 
facemask, and refraining from hugs and handshakes provide the social contact that we are 
missing?  Can we control the children to remain with their parents and in their seats and with 
masks on throughout the duration of the service?  What if they break through like children let out 
for recess of for summer vacation?  What if some of our brothers and sisters refuse to “cower” 
from the virus like those of us who wear masks and keep distance?  How do we enforce 
cooperation if it is not forthcoming?  And, then, there are dozens of little details that have to be 
put in place to cope with all of the logistics of reopening.  Is it really worth it at this time?   

If we are concerned with isolation, we can begin testing the waters, as it were, with small groups 
coming together at their own times where they can control the environment on their own terms.  
If they become careless or cavalier, then they infect themselves, not the whole congregation.  If 
we are concerned about some of our number who do not have access to the virtual assemblies, 
perhaps we can help them acquire the necessary equipment and skills.  Again, individuals or very 
small groups of individuals can go out with all the necessary protections to keep the isolated 
brother or sister, as well as themselves, safe.  If we are concerned with the social isolation, we 
can visit the isolated brother or sister at their home, but, again, with very small numbers and 
greater control over the mitigation procedures.   

There are a lot of ways that we can meet the needs of the body if, indeed, they are not being met 
at present, without opening the assemblies at this time.  Perhaps it is time for the church to be the 
church instead of the building being the church.  Rather than waiting for the church to come to 
church, the church should go to the church, if you get my meaning. In Acts we read that “the 
church” [continued] daily with one accord in the temple (which was probably in the open air, not 
in the temple building itself), and breaking bread from house to house (not at the church 
building), they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart (Acts 2:46 emp. add.).”  All of 
this will take some conversation and discussion to determine what is the most effective way to 
meet the present distress.   

Just some things to think about before opening up.  Remember:  It has only been a little over 
three months.  If it is three more weeks or three more months, or six or nine, whatever it is, we 
will get there and we can survive in the meantime.  By exercising prayerful wisdom the 
appropriate time for reopening will become obvious.  Something will happen or information will 
become evident that will point to the time. 

We still miss you, but perhaps not to the point of risking your lives or ours. 
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Jim and Sharon 
 


