
 

 

FREEDOM 
 
This week, our nation has been celebrating the idea of freedom. Trips, gatherings, celebrations, 
fireworks, and food have been plentiful. It has been an exciting and joyful week for the masses. I 
am thankful and proud of the nation of my birth, and having seen the alternative, I am grateful 
for the freedoms I enjoy and the sacrifices that have been made to preserve them. Much blood, 
sweat, and tears have been invested in our nation, and it is humbling to think about the sacrifice 
that birthed what we enjoy. However, there is one thing that is bothering me. Somehow, the 
complicated equation of freedom has been morphed by culture from time to time into Freedom = 
Me. This individualistic view of freedom is plaguing the world right now, leading people to 
function within the bounds of their “freedom” and use it as a license to serve the self to the point 
of disregarding others, thereby threatening the freedom of others. For centuries, people have 
recognized this propensity of humanity, and some have countered that the privilege of freedom 
entails a great responsibility. Eleanor Roosevelt once wrote: 
Freedom makes a huge requirement of every human being. With freedom comes responsibility. 
For the person who is unwilling to grow up, the person who does not want to carry his own 
weight, this is a frightening prospect. 
 
Today, we gather for a different celebration but for the same topic. The freedom we have in 
Christ is the most wonderful thing! 
 
Romans 8:2 
For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
 
However, Peter cautions Christ followers not to let the flesh take captive the freedom we have 
been offered by the sacrifice of Christ to merely serve self. 
 
1 Peter 2:13–17 
13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as 
supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who 
do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-
up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the emperor. 
 
Likewise, Paul warns the Galatian disciples to guard against this compulsion. 
Galatians 5:13–15 
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that 
you are not consumed by one another. 
 
Freedom doesn’t equal ME. For Jesus people, freedom equals Christ. With this in mind, may we 
serve the Lord, love those around us, and radiate and magnify his majesty to the world around us. 
Thank God for freedom! 
 



 

 

Eyes up, 
 
Ryan 


