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The Greatest Injustice Gave Rise to the Greatest Blessing 
Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be 

crucified (Mt. 27:26). 

The Romans had purposely devised what they thought was the worst possible way to kill a man: 
scourging followed by crucifixion.  They apparently thought that the severity of the punishment would 
be a deterrent to crime.  The Bible refers to this period of Roman authority as the “fullness of the 
times” (Gal. 4:4 and Eph. 1:10)]” where fullness means when the time was right.  Part of the 
“rightness” of the time was the power of the Roman Empire and their manner of executing the worst 
criminals.  The scourge and the cross was no accident; nor was it incidental to God’s purpose in the 
world.  It was preordained when God  (the godhead) determined that we would be chosen “in Him 
before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4) and “predestined us to adotption as sons by Jesus Christ 
to Himself (Eph. 1:5).” In Christ fellowship wherein we find justification, redemption, sanctification, 
the forgiveness of sins, and, of course, hope; where also we are covered with the blood of Christ and 
pronounced not guilty was determined before the world was created.  Christ entered into this world 
born of a virgin and the Holy Spirit whereby He became God-man and demonstrated to the world who 
God is.  He lived life perfectly and suffered sorely for it (Heb. 2:18).  He proclaimed God’s nature and 
without fail lived by it.  He spoke only truth and was reviled because of it.  He performed great works 
of kindness and healing that could be done by none other than God and was hated for it.  He did 
nothing but good, wronged no man, endured abuse, taught the noblest, most sublime standard for 
living, and was brutally murdered for it.  No man ever suffered greater for less cause.  Unlike any 
other human beings, past, present, or future, He suffered ignominiously for no justifiable cause at all.  
His suffering was legally abominal, morally outrageous, and psychologically devastating such that no 
decent-minded, conscionable human being could look upon it.  There never was and never will be a 
greater injustice committed by men on a man.  Ironically, this greatest of injustices produced the 
greatest blessing ever bestowed in heaven or on earth.  We are the recipients of the collateral benefits 
of ultimate wrong.  Should we not only be obligated to discipleship for the blessing, but zealous to 
pursue it?  

 


