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I remember once visiting a native American exhibit and watching 
demonstrations about how they made pottery. The process was 
mesmerizing. As the potter added water, he began the coarse process 
of softening the clay until it was pliable. At times, he would strike 
and bend it according to his plan. Still at other times, he would gently 
massage and mold it. The finished product was smooth, refined, and 
beautiful. Within that process, two things were absolutely clear. The 
potter was in charge and the clay yielded to him.  
 
In the last chapters of the prophet Isaiah, we find a prayer of the 
people appealing to God's mercy.  
 
Isaiah 64:8 
But now, O Lord, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
 
It is interesting that in their ultimate submission to God, the illustration of potter and clay was used. After 
their rebellion and abandonment of God for idols and their subsequent punishment, they would learn the 
truth. God is God and mankind is subject to Him. It is not the other way around. 
 
The beautiful imagery of potter and clay is used many times throughout the Bible (Isaiah 29, 30, 41; 
Jeremiah 18, 19; Lamentations 4;  Romans 9; 2 Corinthians 4; Revelation 2). We are reminded again and 
again that the potter is in charge and the clay yields to him.  As a result, God’s people are exhorted to 
yield themselves to God rather than follow their own agenda.  
 
James 4 
 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
 
1 Peter 5 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm 
in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him 
be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Are you clay in the hands of the potter? Do you yield to him completely?  


