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Are We Ready for War 
 

-Jim Hyest- 
 

The world has always been a difficult place in which to live.  Forever we have had wars and 
heard rumors of wars.  One day people are living in peace; the next they are invaded by a 
merciless enemy.  Sometimes empires implode incrementally over many days; others 
disintegrate seemingly overnight.  When it happens quickly corruption was probably developing 
over a long period of time.  Even in times of general peace and prosperity, many human beings 
pursue lives of self-destruction: adultery, selfishness, drugs, alchohol, crime, etc., ad infinitum, 
ad nauseum.  If mankind does not afflict itself with misery, pain, and death, it falls victim 
naturally to accident, illness, old age, and, again, death.  The world is a dangerous place in which 
to live both physically and spiritually.  Whether suffering occurs naturally or is inflicted by evil 
forces, the cause is the same, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).”  
We live in a fallen world and Satan is in control of it.  Whether we engage in war against him or 
try to ignore it, he continually wages war against us.  Hence, we must ask whether we are 
prepared for that war?  Has the church ever prepared us for war?  Are we preparing this day for 
war?  My good friend, Jeff Kent, from the Shadyside congregation wrote the following in a 
recent bulletin: 

Enduring temptation, various trials, the fellowship of His suffering…such language 
pervades the New Testament from the gospels through Revelation.  Peter writes of “the 
fiery ordeal” which was to come for the testing of his readers.  Brothers and sisters, the 
Lord Jesus did not call us to a picnic nor to relax on the beach.  He called us to TO 
WAR!!!  He would not array us in battle armor (Ephesians 6:10-18) and then expect us to 
sit under a shade tree and sip iced tea.  Jesus and the apostles regularly found themselves 
in skirmishes and even fully pitched battles against the forces of evil.  That fight contnues 
down to this very day! 

In my opinion we have been remiss in battle preparations.  If anyone would like to converse 
about how to train for war, I would be pleased to have that conversation with you. 
 


