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Go back and think about all the scary things that imaginations have thought up over the years. Knives, 
chainsaws, and axes top the list of items used to inflict pain, horror and death. Why are the scary things 
scary? Because, they can hurt or kill you. Duh! 
 
We have been having a conversation about fear and that God tells us not to fear. Then, in His word, he 
goes on to say there is a right kind of fear. Confused? Don’t be. Repeatedly throughout the Bible, we are 
told that the right kind of fear is the fear of the Lord.  
 
This isn’t the terrifying horror we see in slasher movies. While our greatest earthly fears all focus 
singularly upon the bad that can come upon us, the fear of the Lord is completely different. Starting in 
Genesis, we realize that God isn’t some big, bad, ominous cloud who can’t wait to boom lighting upon his 
first victim. The story tells us that he is a good God who creates beautiful, wonderful things; including 
man (in his own image). Then, he walks with and interacts with his creation in an intimate way. That 
doesn’t sound like a bad dream or a terrifying movie to me!  
 
Samuel, in his farewell address, tells God’s people:  I Samuel 12:14, 24 If you will fear the Lord and 
serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, and if both you and the 
king who reigns over you will follow the Lord your God, it will be well…Only fear the Lord and serve him 
faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 
 
In the midst of it all he warns of the punishment that will befall the people if they continue to reject Him. 
However, he tells them to FEAR the Lord considering the GOOD he has done towards his children. That 
doesn’t match up with our baseline definition of fear. In reality, this type of fear doesn’t center around 
terror and imminent doom. Rather, it focuses on reverence. Plainly put, it is us having an understanding of 
who the Lord is and what he is capable of. We must recognize that his original intent for creation was not 
to torment and terrify his creation into submission. Instead, his motive was love, and his goal was to 
bless.  
 
Fear of God (reverence) looks like this: 
Joy - Psalm 2:11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
Pure and Eternal - Psalm 19:9 the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are 
true, and righteous altogether. 
Knowledge - Psalm 25:12 Who is the man who fears the Lord? Him will he instruct in the way that he 
should choose. 
Friendship - Psalm 25:14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, and he makes known to 
them his covenant. 
Hope and Steadfast Love - Psalm 33:18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those 
who hope in his steadfast love, 
Wisdom and Understanding - Psalm 111:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those 
who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever! 
 
That doesn’t sound so bad to me. Do you fear the Lord? 
 


