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“Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, ‘Let us 
cross over to the other side of the lake.’ And they launched out. But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a 
windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy. And they came 
to Him and awoke Him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’ Then He arose and rebuked the wind 
and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. But He said to them, ‘Where is your 
faith?’ And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Who can this be? For He commands 
even the winds and water, and they obey Him!’” (Luke 8:22–25) 
Jesus was asleep when the storm broke; the fact that He slept attests His true humanity. The storm went 
to sleep when Jesus spoke; this fact attests His absolute deity. 
The disciples awoke the Savior, expressing anguished fears for their own safety. With perfect poise, He 
rebuked the wind and waves; and all was calm. 
He asked the disciples, “Where is your faith?” They should not have worried. They did not need to 
awaken Him. “No water can swallow the ship where lies the Master of ocean and earth and skies.” To be 
with Christ in the boat is to be absolutely safe and secure. 
The disciples did not fully appreciate the extent of the power of their Master. Their understanding of Him 
was defective. They marveled that the elements obeyed Him. They were no different from us. In the 
storms of life, we often despair. Then when the Lord comes to our aid, we are astonished at the display of 
His power. And we wonder that we did not trust Him more fully. 
What Jesus did for the disciples when he quieted the storm was a fear-transfer. One moment they feared 
the storm and the next moment they feared Jesus, with a holy, reverent fear. This storm was a gift from 
God to them because it taught them just how powerful Jesus was and deepened their faith in Him. And it 
prepared them to weather other, even more deadly kinds of storms that lay ahead of them. 
When the storms of life hit, they almost always appear stronger to us than God’s Word. It is crucial for us 
to remember that our perceptions can be deceptive. When circumstances strike fear into our hearts, the 
question we must ask ourselves is, where is my faith? 
What God wants is for you to trust what He says over what you see. 


